TCNJ – RTC Commencement

2015 Information


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT
TCNJ – RTC COMMENCMENT

THURSDAY MAY 21, 2015
1. 
BASIC INFORMATION: Date, Time, Location and Logistics
	Departmental Ceremony for RTC Master’s Degree Students
	Main Ceremony

for All Graduates

	DATE: Thursday May 21, 2015

TIME:  8:30 a.m.

LOCATION: Packer Recreation Center, Basketball Gym
See specific schedule details below


	DATE: Thursday May 21, 2015

TIME:  5:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Lion’s Stadium

NOTE: Attendance at Main Ceremony is optional




For DRIVING DIRECTIONS to campus, either:


Visit the TCNJ website at:  

http://tcnj.pages.tcnj.edu/about/campus-info/directions-to-tcnj/
or


GPS Address is  2000 Pennington Road, Ewing NJ 08628

For map with exact LOCATIONS of Packer Recreation Center and Lion’s Stadium on campus, visit TCNJ website at:

http://tcnj.pages.tcnj.edu/about/campus-info/campus-map/
ARRIVING:  It is suggested that graduates and their families arrive on campus by 8 a.m.  We know this means an early wake-up and commute, but the ceremony will make you feel glad that you attended!
PARKING:  Note that there are many parking lots close to Packer Hall, but campus police will direct you to the specific parking lots based on arrival time. Please expect there to be some traffic getting into TCNJ that morning. We have a LOT of graduates and families squeezing through two narrow gates, so please leave time for a little stop-and-go traffic.

LINING UP: Graduates will line up outside of Packer Recreation Center, Basketball Gymnasium at 8:30 a.m. The RTC Departmental Ceremonies will begin at 9 a.m. sharp.
SEATING:  Graduates will have assigned seats, with their names on them. Families, friends and guests will not. We will try to reserve a certain number of aisle seats for people with physical handicaps, wheelchairs or small children. If you have guests with special needs (such as wheelchair seating) or small children….please let us know as soon as possible.
The RTC ceremonies will end at approximately 10:30. There will be time for photos after the ceremony.
The Main TCNJ Commencement ceremony will be held on Thursday evening May 21 in Lion’s Stadium on the TCNJ Campus. Graduates line up at 5 pm. Families are requested to be seated by 5:15. The procession starts at 5:30 pm. 

SPENDING THE DAY:  Many students ask me if they “have to” attend the main ceremony. It is optional.  It is a lovely ceremony, with live music and the traditional “pomp and circumstance”, but it is also fairly impersonal. If you decide to remain on or near campus for the day and attend the Main Ceremony, please know that there will be food and refreshments available on campus all day on “Quimby’s Prairie”, which is the large lawn in front of Green Hall, which is our central administrative building (the one with the lovely clock tower).


For those interested in “making a day of it”, please see the list of local area attractions that may be of interest to our graduates and their family. It appears later in this document.
2. 
CAP AND GOWN

Cap and gown is available from the TCNJ Bookstore. It is included in your

graduation fee, even if you are NOT attending commencement. If you are attending, it is expected that you will wear cap and gown. The bookstore website address is:
tcnj.bncollege.com

or you could also try:

http://www.tcnj.edu/~commence/caps.html
There are three main options for retrieving your cap and gown graduation regalia:

a.     Visit the TCNJ Bookstore located in the Brower Student Center on campus to pick up your cap and gown in person. The TCNJ bookstore is open

Monday – Thursday 7:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Friday 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Please call Bookstore at 609-637-5001 to confirm these hours before driving to campus.

b.  Call the TCNJ Bookstore to have your Cap and Gown mailed to you.

Their number is  609-637-5001.

There is a $6.95 charge for mailing. Please have a credit card handy.

Regalia is shipped via UPS.

c. As a last resort, the TCNJ Bookstore will be open at 7:30 a.m. on the morning of commencement, if you have not already received your cap and gown. If possible, try to obtain your cap and gown before the morning of commencement, to avoid any last-minute anxieties!

3. 
GRADUATION and COMMENCEMENT
Please make sure you have in fact applied for graduation either on-line via PAWS or directly through Records and Registration. This is crucial if you are graduating, either in May or August.

Please also remember to make payments through Student Accounts. Do NOT wait for a bill. It is not TCNJ’s policy to send a request for payment. Please know that if you have not yet paid for graduation by now, there may already be a late fee.


NOTE:  August graduates are entitled to attend May Commencement if they have 6 or fewer credits to take in the summer.
If you have not yet confirmed with me that you are attending Commencement and how many guests you will have….you MUST do so ASAP so you can be listed in the program. Please remember to tell us how many guests you are bringing and exactly how you want your name to appear in the program. 
Contact us at :

thertc@tcnj.edu
4.
DIPLOMA AND FINAL TRANSCRIPT


In the two weeks following graduation (either May22 or August 24), TCNJ’s Office of Records & Registration begins to post degrees.  Give them about a week and then start checking your transcript via PAWS to see if the degree is posted.  Once it is posted, you can request a final official transcript showing degree conferral, again through PAWS.  This is what your district will want to see.


Diplomas are mailed by an outside company and typically take 4-6 weeks to arrive. For all questions about transcript and diplomas, please contact TCNJ’s Office of Records and Registration.
5. 
HOTELS Near to TCNJ

For those of you planning to spend the night before commencement in the TCNJ

area, there are several options:

The closest hotel is a Marriott Courtyard in Ewing, about 2 1/2 miles from campus. It is fine, clean, modern and probably not expensive. There are some good restaurants in the Ewing area, but the exact hotel location is rather unexciting.

Across the street from the Marriott Courtyard is a “sister” hotel, called The Element/ Ewing-Princeton which is also quite nice and VERY reasonably priced.

Additionally, there are many of the more popular chain hotels and motels all along Route 1, which is about 6 miles from TCNJ. A Google or Hotels.com search for Princeton, Lawrenceville or Hamilton should bring up several recognizable names.

Lastly there is also a Marriott Courtyard in Trenton, about 6 miles away, as well.

6. 
CELEBRATING AFTERWARDS

If you have the time, there are a few local area attractions that might help make commencement day an even more memorable day of celebration.

My strongest recommendation would be “GROUNDS FOR SCULPTURE”, a

wonderful N.J. sculpture park. If it’s a nice day, this is a beautiful way to spend the

afternoon. Stroll acres of lovely grounds with artworks set up everywhere. Peacocks

stroll the grounds freely, there is a small lake and it’s just a nice thing to do. There is a

restaurant (Rat’s – inspired by Wind in the Willows) which is a bit pricey…but very

good. There is also a lower priced (but not very festive) café.

http://www.groundsforsculpture.org/

If you have little ones and want to check out “Sesame Place” an amusement park based

on the TV show, they are about 15 minutes away (in Pennsylvania) but easy to reach. I

haven’t been…but I imagine it’s fun. Not sure about when they open for the season, so

definitely call ahead!

http://www.sesameplace.com/sesame2/

New Hope (PA) and Lambertville (NJ) Two “twin towns” on either side of the

Delaware River, about 15 minutes north from TCNJ campus. The towns are connected

by a bridge (both pedestrian and automotive) The towns feature lots of little fun shops,

bookstores, antiques, cafes, ice cream and are very popular with tourists. Lots of

restaurant choice including several with river views such as Lambertville Station

(Lambertville) and The Landing (New Hope) The towns are easy to get to, but check

out mapquest or google maps for directions.

Princeton, NJ another really nice town for walking, shopping, eating. A lot more

upscale than New Hope and Lambertville, but also very pretty and popular. There are many restaurants to choose from.

RESTAURANTS:

Here is a brief and very subjective list of a few popular places within a short drive

(you will have to contact them about hours, reservations, menu and prices etc.)

• Rat’s at Grounds for Sculpture (see above)

• Princeton Restaurants include:

o Chamber Walk (206 in Lawrenceville on way to Princeton)

o Triumph (brew pub with great beers and classic American food)

o Blue Point (excellent seafood)

o For Ice Cream: both Bent Spoon and Halo are worth the price
and many many others……
• Lambertville (LV) / New Hope (NH) Restaurants include:

o Marsha Brown’s (NH) upscale soul food and classic American

o Lambertville Station (LV) Classic American

o The Landing (NH) Contemporary American

o Lilly’s (LV) Eclectic
and many others….

• Ewing / Trenton Area Restaurants:

o Metro (Italian)

o Sal De Forte (Italian)

o Rho riverside view, American in Trenton along route 29
o DeLorenzos (actually in Robbinsville, about 15 minutes away. They are FAMOUS for their “Tomato Pie” a Trenton version of pizza.

• Along, or near, Route 1 (a major road but with a lot of well-known restaurants)
· Penang

· Palace of Asia (very good Indian Food)
· P.F. Chang’s
· Olive Gard

· and a lot of other similar choices.
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